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HARTFORD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Wednesday, July 20, 2022 

Draft Meeting Minutes 

 

Members Present: Susanne Walker Abetti, Pat Stark and Chair Jonathan Schechtman. 

 Staff Present: Town Planner Matt Osborn. 

Others Present: Eric Bunge, Northern Stage, Jim Lynch, Northern Stage, Cathy Melocik, Mitch Hager, 

Breadloaf Construction and Rocket, Selectboard Liaison.   

 

A hybrid meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission was held on Wednesday, July 20, 2022 in 

Meeting Room 2 at the Hartford Town Hall.  Chair Jonathan Schechtman called the meeting to order at 

5:00 p.m.  Jonathan read the hybrid meeting script followed by a roll call.                        

 

1. Changes to the Agenda: Jonathan Schechtman requested that Northern Stage be moved to the top 

of the agenda.  The HHPC agreed.   

              

2. Northern Stage Proposal to Remove Gates Street Garages Listed as a Contributing Resource on 

the National Register in the White River Junction Historic District: Breadloaf Architectural 

Designer Mitch Hager presented a simulated video of the proposed project on Gates Street.  Eric 

Bunge provided the narration.  Eric noted that the Design Review Committee requested financial 

information to show how it would be a financial hardship to renovate the existing garages.  He stated 

that if the garages were retained, it would result in the loss of seven parking spaces and impact the 

planned project building layout.  Jonathan asked how the garages are categorized in the historic district 

nomination.  Matt Osborn responded that in the 2019 historic district nomination update, the garages 

are listed as a contributing resource.  Jonathan noted that the garage doors and roofing materials have 

changed and currently he doesn’t think that the building should be classified as a contributing 

resource.  Susanne Walker Abetti agreed stating that the garages do not add anything to the historic 

district.  Pat Stark also agreed.  Jonathan asked if there are any comments or questions from the public.  

There were none.  Susanne made a motion to support the Northern Stage proposal that includes 

demolition of the garages at 146 Gates Street since there have been numerous changes to the building 

that have resulted in the loss of historic integrity.  The motion was seconded by Pat Stark and 

approved by a 3 to 0 vote.  Jonathan thanked Eric Bunge, Jim Lynch and Mitch Hager for attending 

the meeting.       

   

3. Meeting Notes of the June 15, 2022 HHPC Meeting: Jonathan asked if there are any revisions to the 

meeting notes of June 15th meeting.  There were none.  The meeting notes were accepted.  Susanne 

noted that there were two demolitions mentioned in the notes.  She expressed concern about the 

number of historic buildings taken down in Hartford.                 

 

4. Historic District Signs: Matt reported that he contacted the contractor for the Maple Street road 

project and was told that the sign was removed as part of the road project work and that the sign was 

mistakenly delivered to VTrans.  Matt has contacted VTrans and requested that they look for it and is 

waiting for a reply.  Matt stated that he plans to conduct an inventory of all of the historic district signs 

in the coming month.  He will look at the type of screws that the Department of Public Works used on 

the Wilder Village Historic District sign.  He also will follow up with sign maker Steve Arkwright 

about the sign files and specific paint brand and color.    

 

5. Hartford Performing Arts History 2022 CLG Grant: Matt noted that the draft Request for 

Proposals was sent out to the HHPC for their review.  Jonathan suggested a couple of changes to the 

“About the Project” section.  This was followed by a discussion of whether to include churches, 
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schools and fraternal organizations to the scope of work.  Matt expressed concern about the need to 

limit the scope of work.  The HHPC didn’t think that would be a problem and agreed to include 

churches, schools and fraternal organizations.  Jonathan also didn’t want to limit the number of oral 

history interviews to six.  The HHPC agreed.  Regarding the list of buildings, Jonathan suggested 

including “not limited to.”  The HHPC agreed.  It was also agreed to allow four weeks for consultants 

to submit proposals.          

  

9. HHPC Opening: Matt reported that he was contacted by a fairly new Hartford resident who has an 

interest in historic preservation and is interested in applying.  Matt suggested that she attend an HHPC 

meeting.               

 

10. Announcements:    

 

a. John St. Croix Historical Highlights of the Town of Hartford Vermont, 1974: Jonathan offered 

to provide new Selectboard liaison Rocket with a copy of the St. Croix book on Hartford’s 

history.  Rocket gladly accepted.      

 

11. Next HHPC Meeting: There was discussion about whether to hold an August HHPC Meeting and 

consensus to skip it.  Jonathan noted that the next HHPC meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 21st at 5:00 p.m.                       

 

12. Adjournment: Pat Stark made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was seconded by 

Jonathan Schechtman and approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:11 p.m.  


